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Grade VI I I  -  English     

Lesson 8.  On the Grasshopper and Cricket  

 

 

 

 

‘On t he Gr asshopper  and Cr icket ’ is a f our t een line poem or  a sonnet  in which t he poet  

expr esses his view t hat  t he nat ur e is always inspir ing a poet  t o compose poet r y t hr ough it s 

var ious aspect s. For  Keat s, seasons may change, but  nat ur e would never  cease t o inspir e t he 

poet s and sing it s songs. 

Dur ing t he ext r eme heat  of  t he hot  summer , when t he bir ds st op singing, t he ear t h cont inues 

t o sing. The bir ds hide under  t he shade of  t he t r ees and f all silent . A voice r uns f r om hedge, t o 

hedge, t aking t he lead in t he ext r eme weat her  and sings delight f ully. That  is t he voice of  t he 

gr asshopper . He sings endlessly, but  when t ir ed it  r est s under  some pleasant  weed. 

Dur ing ext r eme wint er , t oo, t he bir ds st op singing. Ther e is a deat h like silence in which t he 

nat ur e seems t o have got  enveloped. Fr ost  spr eads it s blanket  over  all element s of  t he nat ur e. 

Despit e t hat , a shr ill sound comes f r om under  t he st ones, it ’s t he cr icket  who is singing. 

Cr icket ’s song r est or es t he war mt h t hat  had got  lost . People hear  t he song and t o many it  seems 

as if  t he gr asshopper  was singing f r om t he gr assy hills. 

 

 

 

 

The poet r y of  ear t h is never  dead: 

When all t he bir ds ar e f aint  wit h t he hot  sun, 

and hide in cooling t r ees, a voice will r un 

Fr om hedge t o hedge about  t he new-mown mead, 

That  is t he gr asshopper ’s – he t akes t he lead I n 

Summer  luxur y – he has never  done Wit h his 

delight s, f or  when t ir ed out  wit h f un He r est s at  

ease beneat h some pleasant  weed. 

 

Poet ry 

Soul of  the Poem 

St anzawise Explanat ion of  The Poem 

St anza 1 



 

 

                                                                         2                                                      Created by Pinkz 

 

Ref erence :  

  The above lines have been t aken f r om J ohn Keat ’s poem ‘On t he Gr asshopper  and 

Cr icket ’. 

Cont ext   :  

  The poet  in t hese lines showcases bef or e t he r eader s t he const ant  music of  t he nat ur e, 

which he calls ‘t he poet r y of  ear t h.’  

Explanat ion : 

  The St anza opens wit h t he line, ‘The poet r y of  ear t h is never  dead’, which becomes t he 

cent r al image or  t he met aphor  t hat  would be invoked in t he ent ir e poem. Dur ing t he ext r eme 

war m weat her  of  t he summer , when t he bir ds st op singing because of  t he hot  and har sh sun and 

hide t he shade of  t he cooling t r ees, what  gives us comf or t  and pleasur e is t he poet r y or  music 

of  nat ur e. 

  The poet r y of  nat ur e is r epr esent ed by t he songs of  t he gr asshopper . The nat ur e is 

f illed wit h element s t hat  moder at e t he t emper at ur e t o make t he condit ions liveable f or  t he 

living cr eat ur es. Ther ef or e, even dur ing ext r eme heat , t her e ar e t o be f ound in nat ur e element s 

like t he ‘cooling t r ee’ and ‘pleasant  weed.’ 

  The gr asshopper  sings t ir elessly and pr ovides ease t o all t hose who had become r est less 

under  t he wor kings of  t he ‘hot  sun’. 

 

 

 

The poet r y of  ear t h is ceasing never : 

On a long wint er  evening when t he f or est  

Has wr ought  a silence, f r om t he st one t her e shr ills 

The cr icket ’s song, in war mt h incr easing ever , 

And seems t o one in dr owsiness half  lost ; 

The gr asshopper ’s among some gr assy hills. 

Ref erence :  

  Same as above 

Cont ext  :  

  The poet  depict s in t hese lines how t he ear t h endlessly cr eat es sweet  music, 

ir r espect ive of  t he change of  seasons or  t he movement  of  t he day int o night . 

St anza 2 
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Explanat ion :  

  I n cont r ast  t o t he ext r eme war m climat e of  st anza 1, st anza 2 opens wit h ext r eme cold 

climat e indicat ive of  wint er s. The element s of  wint er , such as f r ost , ar e at  t heir  best , cast ing a 

blanket  of  ut t er ly miser able silence on all t he sur r oundings. 

  Even in such a climat e, it  becomes t he domain of  t he cr icket  t o spr ead ever  incr easing 

war mt h t hr ough it s song. The ‘war mt h’ of  t he cr icket ’s song balances out  t he ext r eme cold 

dur ing t he wint er  mont hs. To many, t he cr icket ’s song has t he same soot hing ef f ect  t hat  t he 

gr asshopper ’s song did dur ing t he summer s. 

  They ar e r ecover ed f r om t heir  dr owsy sleep t o list en t o t he endless music of  t he nat ur e, 

“The poet r y of  t he ear t h is ceasing never .” 

 

 

 

 

1.  Discuss wit h your part ner the f ollowing def init ion of  a poem.  A poem is made of  words  

   arranged in a beaut if ul order.  These words,  when read aloud with f eelings,  have a music  

   and meaning of  t heir own.  

  I t  is t r ue t hat  poet r y is made of  wor ds ar r anged in a beaut if ul or der . The wor ds cr eat e 

music and pr oduce a cer t ain r hyt hm because of  var ious poet ic element s such as r hyt hm, r hyme 

and met er , f used har moniously int o one anot her . 

2.  ‘The poet ry of  earth’ is not  made of  words.  What  is it  made of ,  as suggest ed in the  

    poem? 

  The poet r y of  t he ear t h is made of  var ious sounds. 

3.  Find in t he poem lines that  match t he f ollowing.  

  (i) The grasshopper’s happiness never comes t o an end.  

  “He has never  done wit h his delight s”. 

  (ii) The cricket ’s song has a warmt h t hat  never decreases.  

  “The cr icket ’s song, in war mt h incr easing ever .” 

4.  Which word in st anza 2 is opposite in meaning t o ‘t he f rost ’? 

  ‘War mt h’. 

 

 

NCERT Folder  

Working wit h t he Poem 
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5.  The poet ry of  earth cont inues round the year through a cycle of  t wo seasons.  

  Ment ion each wit h it s represent at ive voice.  

  The t wo seasons t hat  seem t o cr eat e a cont inuous nat ur al cycle ar e summer  and wint er . 

The gr asshopper ’s song is a r epr esent at ive voice of  t he summer  and t he cr icket ’s song is a 

r epr esent at ive voice of  t he wint er . 

 

 

 

 

1.  What  happens t o birds during summer? 

  The bir ds become f aint  and quiet  under  t he hot  sun. 

2.  Where do t he birds t o avoid t he heat  of  t he sun? 

  The bir ds hide t hemselves under  t he shade of  t he t r ees in or der  t o pr ot ect  t hemselves 

f r om t he heat  of  t he sun. 

3.  What  happens during wint er? 

  The f r ost  cast s complet e silence over  all aspect s of  nat ur e dur ing wint er . 

4.  Which words or phrases suggest  a sense of  relief  f rom t he heat  of  summer in  

   st anza 1? 

  ‘Cooling t r ees’ and ‘pleasant  weeds’ of f er  a sense of  r elief  f r om t he heat  of  summer  in 

st anza 1.  

5.  Who are half  lost  in drowsiness and why? 

  Dur ing wint er , people get  half  lost  in dr owsiness because of  t he weat her  t hat  spr eads a 

chilling numbness. 

 

 

 

1.  Discuss t he common f eat ures bet ween t he grasshopper and t he cricket ? 

  Bot h t he gr asshopper  and t he cr icket  ar e t he r epr esent at ive voices of  nat ur e’s music or  

poet r y. Bot h of f er  a soot hing ef f ect  t he ext r emit ies of  climat e. 

The gr asshopper ’s song balances t he ext r eme heat  dur ing t he summer  by pr oviding music t hat  is 

comf or t ing and pleasing. The cr icket  does t he same dur ing wint er . 

 

   Chapt er Pract ice 

Very Short  Answer Type Quest ions 

Short  Answer Type Quest ions 
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2.  Why does t he poet  believe t hat  t he poet ry of  eart h is never dead? 

  The poet  believes t hat  poet r y of  nat ur e is never  ending or  never  ceasing because it  

cont inues t o of f er  balm over  it s inhabit ant s r ound t he year , ir r espect ive of  change in seasons, 

change in day and night  and so on. Ther e ar e so many soot hing sounds in nat ur e t hat  pr ovide 

r elief  t o people f r om t he har sh climat e. 

 

 

 

 

Direct ions (Q.  Nos.  1- 6) Read the ext ract  given below and t he answer the f ollowing 

quest ions 

The poet r y of  ear t h is never  dead: 

When all t he bir ds ar e f aint  wit h t he hot  sun, 

and hide in cooling t r ees, a voice will r un 

Fr om hedge t o hedge about  t he new-mown mead, 

1.  Whose voice would run f rom hedge t o hedge? 

      (a) The gr asshopper              (b) The cr icket   

     (c) The poet                          (d) The nat ur e 

Ans.    (a) The grasshopper 

2.  Name t he poet .  

      (a) William Blake                 (b) J ohn Keat s 

      (c) P B Shelley                   (d) Edwar d Lear  

Ans.  John Keat s  

3.  The word cooling means. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  

    Ans.  (a) comf ort ing 

4.  Why do t he birds become f aint ? 

  The bir ds become f aint  because of  t he heat  of  t he hot  sun. 

5.  What  does t he poet  mean by ‘t he poet ry of  earth’? 

  By t he phr ase, ‘t he poet r y of  ear t h’, t he poet  means t he sounds of  t he bir ds, t he sounds 

t hat  ar e abundant ly f ound in nat ur e. 

6.  The grasshopper’s song is representat ive of  which season? 

Ext ract  Based Quest ions 

Ext ract  1 
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  The gr asshopper ’s song is r epr esent at ive of  t he summer . 

 

 

Direct ions (Q.  Nos.  1- 6) Read the ext ract  given below and t he answer the f ollowing 

quest ions 

On a long wint er  evening when t he f or est  

Has wr ought  a silence, f r om t he st one t her e shr ills 

The cr icket ’s song, in war mt h incr easing ever , 

And seems t o one in dr owsiness half  lost ; 

The gr asshopper ’s among some gr assy hills. 

1.  Whose voice is heard f rom the st ones? 

   (a) The gr asshopper                      (b) The cr icket   

     (c) The poet                                 (d) The nat ur e     

Ans.   (b) The cricket   

2.   Which element  of  nat ure has been personif ied in these lines? 

      (a) Wint er             (b) Fr ost               (c) Silence       (d) wr ought  

Ans.  (b) Frost  

3.  Who does t he cricket ’s song resemble t o people lost  in drowsiness? 

  The grasshopper  

4.  What  happens during wint er? 

  Dur ing wint er , har dly anyone st eps out  and t her e is silence ever ywher e. 

5.  Who is lost  in drowsiness? 

  The people ar e lost  in dr owsiness, owing t o t he ext r eme cold dur ing wint er . 

6.  Why does t he cricket ’s song spread warmth? 

  The cr icket ’s song pour s a soot hing balm, when ever yt hing ar ound is encompassed wit h 

deat h like silence. 

 

                   

 

 

Ext ract  2 


